Common and uncommon adverse cutaneous reactions to erlotinib: a study of 20 Chinese patients with cancer.
This study presented common lesions with systemic toxicities and uncommon adverse cutaneous reactions such as anaphylactic dermatitis in patients undergoing treatment with erlotinib for the benefit of practicing dermatologists and oncologists. Adverse cutaneous reactions associated with erlotinib were reported in 20 Chinese patients with cancer. Adverse cutaneous reactions reported included six cases of anaphylactic dermatitis, 12 cases of acneiform rash, nine cases of xerosis, five cases of nail changes and four cases of hair changes. One case of anaphylactic dermatitis manifested as erythema with swelling on the face and neck, and others as erosive and scaly erythema on the fold of skin, or red macules, papules, plaques and pigmentation on the whole body. Clinical details indicated anaphylactic reactions, including a high percentage of eosinophils in the peripheral blood, eosinophilic infiltration in the dermis layer and good response to antihistamines and topical steroids. Systemic toxicities accompanied by cutaneous reactions occurred in five patients including one case of anaphylactic dermatitis and four cases of acneiform rash. Elevated hepatic enzymes were observed among all the patients with grade-3 or grade-4 acneiform rashes. One patient with anaphylactic dermatitis and one with acneiform rash discontinued erlotinib administration due to severe lesions, high fever or severe elevation of hepatic enzymes. Anaphylactic cutaneous reactions caused by erlotinib are rarely described hitherto. Systemic toxicities should be emphasized especially in cases with severe skin disorders. Timely detection and appropriate early intervention in patients who develop severe cutaneous reaction while on erlotinib therapy should be considered clinically.